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Trophyhuntingbanwould costbillions
Study also shows how
many jobs would be lost

populations of bushbuck, kudu,
impala and smaller buck, and
nyala and waterbuck were
brought in.

TED KEEN AN
BUSINESS
CORRESPONDEN T

There is a growing international trend, driven by powerful
lobby groups, to halt all form of
trophy hunting.
Were it to happen in South
Africa, 7,000 overseas hunters
will keep their combined spend
of nearly $1-billion (R14.43bn)
_ in their wallets, and thousands
of hunting-linked jobs would
die.
Professor Peet van der Merwe, of the North-West University's Tourism Research in Economic Environs and Society
(Trees)research unit, said a joint
study with the Professional
Hunters of South Africa (Phasa),
showed that wildlife hunting
was worth R1.98bn to the
South African economy, a combination of trophy hunters and
"biltong" or meat hunters.
This was considerably higher
than the $1.3bn from a previous
study conducted in 2013.
The study evaluated the economic pattern of hunter
tourists visiting the country. On
average foreign trophy hunters
spent $13,300 (R191,163 )in a
10-day visit. They also visited
other destinations and tourist
attractions, and many brought
their families.
Andrew Brill owns Outspan

"Farmers set up a conser van-

PEET VAN DER
MERWE

Safaris and Outspan Game
Lodge near Komga.
"Years ago trophy hunts
would mainly take placeon one
property, but today the trend is
to work on several properties,
many specialising with differ-

ent animals, allowing the
hunters to get the exact trophy
on their list."
There is a general misconception among the non-hunting public regarding hunters'
contribution to the well-being

of the land, said Guy Rensburg,
of the Komga area.
"Thir ty

years ago 20 or so

farmers in the area got together
to boost the naturally occurring
game,and to re-introduce some
species. There were already

cy, several of them dropped
fences, they agreed on a sustainable development policy.
Today the area teems with
game and is a popular hunting
destination. It is a win-win for
cattle and wildlife, and professional hunters fund some of
the land improvements."
Van der Merwe said hunting
cannot be viewed in isolation.
"There are four pillars to the
wildlife industry; hunting is
one. It is the most proﬁtable,
and hunters have the biggest
spend. Others are eco-tourism,
breeding game and the byproduct industry; hides and
meat. Farmers with large farms,
10,000haand bigger, can run all
four pillars.
"However, with hunting being an emotive issue, eco- and
hunting must be separated."
The majority of trophy
hunters are high net-worth individuals, a necessityif they can
afford to spend R150,000 and
more to shoot a buffalo. It also
meansthey are usedto the good
things in life, accommodation
and catering included.
NWU research indicates that
hunting lodge owners spend
about R7m on premises, with
some lodges going beyond
R3Om.

Minimum infrastructure at a
top-end lodge includes luxurious guest bedrooms and
recreation facilities, staff accommodation, cooling rooms,
slaughtering facilities, meat
processing facilities and access
roads. All of which is an economic boost for rural areasand
smaller towns.
Job creation covers guides,
professional hunters, skinners,
trackers, catering, housekeeping, maintenance, conservation
management,
anti-poaching
and taxidermy, said Van der
Merwe.

There is pressurefrom several
countries and lobby groups to
stop all trophy hunting, said
Van der Merwe.
"This would be very harmful,
especially to the Eastern Cape,
where the number of overseas
hunters is growing year-onyear."

Van der Merwe's research indicatesthat hunting is one reason that land under private conservation has increased from
6-million hectares 60 years ago,
to 20-million hectares today.
In addition, said Van der Merwe. wildlife numbers have
surged to 19-million head of
game, from an estimated
500,000 in 1950, an increase to
which hunting has contributed.
"Hunting, therefore, remains
very relevant to South Africa,
and southern Africa," said Van
der Merwe.

