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Drought: ‘go get
City an iceberg’

ATHINA MAY

“IT SOUNDS like a crazy idea, but if we break it
down it is not so crazy after all. There is tons of
fresh water just melting away in Antarctica; all we
have to do is guide it here and let the current do the
rest,” said Salvage expert Nick Sloane, who spoke
at the African Utility Week conference yesterday.

Sloane said harvesting water from icebergs would
be mother nature’s solution to the drought in Cape
Town as there were about 140 000 icebergs drifting
in the southern oceans and melting, some of which
were just 2 000km away from Cape Town.

He said harvesting icebergs was a solution we
hadn’t considered as it digressed from the norm,
however, it could help provide at least 20% of Cape
Town’s water needs.

He said the melting water could deliver up to
60 million litres a day and with milling, this could
increase to 150 million litres a day which could be
pumped into tankers, ferried to land and treated
before it went into the water system.

“It’s something that hasn’t been done before and
the technology is not proven, but all we have to do
is guide it here and the Benguela current will do the
rest. Then we can look at harvesting (the iceberg).

“We've been talking about it for years, and we
put together a team of scientists and academics who
have been researching. If there is one place on Earth
where we can do it, it's Cape Town. We can’t do it on
any other coast,” said Sloane.

He said the icebergs were drifting our way and
we just needed to know how to deal with them. He
suggested that the icebergs be captured, possibly
using rope, in the vicinity of Gough Island and be
moored about 40km offshore from St Helena island
to be harvested.

Sloane said a saucer would then be needed to
capture the melting water. “With four to six of these
tankers, 150 million litres can harvested per day for
one year.”

The City’s director of water and sanitation, Peter
Flower, said the City still needed to reduce consump-
tion to 450 million litres of water a day to keep Day
Zero at bay.



