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Loadsheddinghighlylikely thiswinter |
'Thepossibilityof load sheddingby Eskomin
SouthAfricathiswinteris largerthantheDay .
ZerowatercrisisthatengulfedCapeTownuntil
fastmonth,independentenergyexpertTedBlom

' toldFin24om:Wednesday.» y
Eskom, however, told Parhamentin April

thatSouthAfrica'selectricitygrid is "stable"as
thecountryheadsinto thewmtermonthswhen
electricityusagerises.

Eskom told Fin24 on Wednesday that
load sheddingthis winter is not likely, as it
implementedplansto managea shift in plant
performanceandcoal-stocklevels.

Blom, however,saidCapeTown'sDay Zero
wasavoidedby people starting to savewater
ahead of time. Eskom, on the other hand, only
sent out tendersfor emergencycoal supplies
lastweekafterpermissionwasobtainedfrom
NationalTreasury. A

Although Eskom'snew board is trying to
follow compliance in the process, Blom claims
the power utility's managementshould have
foreseensixmonthsagoalreadythattherewould
be aproblemwith enoughcoalsuppliesfor the
winterelectricityspike.

Apart from his own knowledgeof the
industry, saidBlom, his claimsaresubstantlated
by reliablesourcesatEskom.
"_ "Chancesaremore than50%that therewill
be loadsheddingthiswinter.Where is Eskom
goingto findcoal?Coaldoesnotjustfalloutof
heaven.You have to mine it. You needskilled

minersandequipmentforthat," hesaid.
He suspectsEskomhas a coal shortfallof

abouta million tonnesper month and is of the
viewthat,evenwhenall isin placetoobtainmore
\coalsupplies,it:will:takethree tofivemonthsto :-
catchup on thebacklog- in otherwords,during .
thewinterperiod.

Eskomissuedastatementin April indicating
that sevenof its powerstationscoalstockpile
levelsstoodat20days,belowtherequiredtarget.

EskomtoldParliament'sportfoliocommittee
onpublicenterprisesthatthecoalsupplyissues
are madeworseby the fact that Tegetais in
businessrescue. f

It alsotold Parliamentin April that it has
plans in place to manageits primary energy
resourcesandachievehealthystockpilesacross
itspower stations.

"Eskom has already admitted that it is
between3 and 5 million tonnesof coalshort.
That is more than half of its stockpiles,"
saidBlom.

"Eskom'sboardnowconsistsofalovelybunch
ofnewguys,buttheydon'tknowanythingabout
the electricityindustry. At leasthalf of Eskom's
boardshouldconsistofpeoplewith knowledge
ofelectricitygenerationandcoalmining. f

"Electricity is crucial for South Africas
economyanddieselhasalreadybeenusedfor
generation since January at a rate of more than
Ribn permon

In Blom'sview,SouthAfricasenergysector

needsa major revamp in which regulation
loopholesareclosed.

"If Cyril (Ramaphosa) is serious, he should
upgradeenergygenerationregulationsandavoid
roguebehaviourin theindustry," saidBlom.

In his view, energy needsto be declareda
basicindustrialinput factorandeverymeasure
takentokeepit ascheapaspossible.

"Sensible energy policy is probably the
most:relevant topic in Africa at this time, and

the SouthAfricanpolicy is clearlynot the one
to emulate.We needto startour thinking from
the groundup, rather than continuewith the
patchworkeffortsofthepast.Withoutaffordable
cheapenergy,economicgrowthisnotpossible;"
hecautioned.

Blom will be a speakerat the upcoming
AfricanUtility Weektakingplacein CapeTown
fromMay 15to 17, duringwhichover 7 000
decisionmakersfrom more than 80 countries
will discussenergyandwaterissuesfacedonthe
continent.

Fin24 reportedlastweekthatEskomsaidit
is not bailing out Gupta-linked Optimum Coal
Mine, which is in businessrescue. This was in
responseto a reportby City Press,claimingthe
proposedbusinessrescueplan for Optimum
wouldseeEskompaytwiceasmuchforhalfthe
coalit cangetfromthemine.

Eskomhassaidit is in discussionswith the
mines businessrescue practitioners and no
agreementhas.beenreached.-Fin24


