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'Poorchildren's
learningabilities
compromised

ZODIDI MHLANA

THE learningabilitiesofthelargenum-
ber of SouthAfrican childrenwhostill
live in poverty and without accessto
basicservicesare beingcompromised,
accordingto a newreport.
The SouthAfrican Early Childhood

Review 2017,which looks at progress
madein early childhooddevelopment
(ECD) service delivery found that
children in rural areaswere the worst
affected.
"We knowthat two thirds of South

Africa's children are living in poverty
andtheir developmentmaybecompro-
misedif they don't receivequalityearly
childhood services," Colin Almeleh,
executivedirector of Ilifa Labantwana
and co-author of the South African
Early ChildhoodReview 2017,said.
"Planstodelivertheseservicesshould

differentiatebetweentheneedsofrural
andurban populations."
The review showedthat manyrural

children still lack accessto healthcare
servicesandwerenotexposedto early
learningprogrammes.
These children were alsonot being

givenaproperdietandthiswascompro-
misingtheir developmentandexposing
themto infections.
The report showedthat afifth ofchil-

drenundertheageoffivewerestunted.
"Young children need quality early

learning programmes from the time
theyturn three.Withoutit, theyarenot
prepared for school.
"Our poorestchildren aren't getting

quality early learning. This is consist-
entacrossallprovinces.A fouryear old
fromalow-incomehouseholdhasonlya
50%chanceofbeingenrolledin anearly
learning programme, compared to a
wealthier child who has a 90% chance,"
SonjaGiese,co-authorofthe reportsaid.
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